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要旨：The new Director-General of WTO, Dr. Okonjo-Iweala, stated in her inaugural message last March that WTO must play a role to find a new way to handle intellectual property rights (IPRs) for supplying COVID-19 vaccines to the world. Her strong will in commitment of WTO for contribution to global health is originated from WTO’s great role played in 2001 at the Doha Ministerial meeting to weaken patent protection of anti AIDS medicines and to widen its distribution to the poor in the world. The Doha Declaration and its complementary framework to enhance incentive to innovate vaccines, the Advance Market Commitment (AMC), revived upon the outbreak of COVID-19. However, at this time WHO was a main driver of the actions since WTO lost its control because of resignation of the then Director-General. My presentation will associate the adjustments applied to IPRs on anti-AIDS drugs in 2001 with policy measures currently applied for COVID-19. Common and distinct factors will be highlighted in order to draw lessons to counteract COVID-19 in the field of international trade and IPRs.
